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there was nothing so difficult that I would not, with all the
readiness in the world, undertake for the sake of the holy
Virgin.

How little Erasmus has here abused the satirist's licence of
exaggeration, may appear from the official visitation of Walsingham
Priory by Nicke3 Bishop of Norwich, a "hammer of heretics/' in
1514, probably a few months after Erasmus's visit (Vis. of Dioc*
Norwich, Camden Soc., 1888, p. 113.) The following extracts are
compressed, by the omission of repetitions and minor complaints,
from the evidence of the first few monks called upon in order of
seniority to testify as to the state of the priory: their full evidence
may be found translated in the eleventh of my Medieval Studies.
They should be compared with Mr Hamilton Thompson's exhaustive
translations of Lincoln visitations which are in course of publication
by the Lincoln Record Society, and the Canterbury and York Society.

Dom Edmund Warham, Sub-prior, being questioned and ex-
amined, saith that the Prior hath never paid any moneys into the
common chest within his term of office. He saith also that the
Brethren are disobedient, incorrigible, quarrelsome and indisciplined.
Dom Thomas Bynham^ examined, saith that...if any of the
Brethren please John Smyth and his wife, he pleaseth the Prior
also; and whosoever displeaseth them displeaseth the Prior. And
that Smyth's wife hath access alone to the priory, and (as is believed)
to the Prior's bedchamber. He saith that the Prior warned all the
Canons together before the Visitation, that they should deliberate
among themselves what they should depose or say at the Visitation,
saying [to them] as followeth: "Take heed and beware; for the
Lord Bishop will have jurisdiction for the time of the visitation\ but
when he is departed I shall reign again, in spite of him, and I shall
look upon you according to the ill ye have deserved of me1." He
saith that he believeth the Prior to possess 2,000 marks in coined
money. He saith that the priory tenements in the town of Walsing-
ham are going to ruin \jmliuntur minam\ Item, the sick are almost
perishing \guad pereuni\ through neglect; for they have no pro-
vision beyond that which is provided for the healthy....Item^ that the
Prior oftentimes goeth alone in the dusk to the Cbapel of our Lady ;
and, without the knowledge of any of the Brethren, he dealeth at his
will with the money and jewels there received.....
Dom John Walsingham^ third Prior, saith that the Prior said
publicly in chapter-house among the Brethren, "Doo the best that
ye can and complayn what yee woll, it shall be never the better."
1 J-uxta demerits. Visitors and Synods legislated vainly against these tempta-
tions to conspiracy or intimidation: see English Historical Review, January, 1914,
PP-37-8-
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